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President’s Message 
 
This is a reprint of Joe Karis’s President’s Message from April of 1990.  At this meeting was  
Mr. Robert Welsh, the court-appointed monitor (lawyer) overseeing the reorganization of 
Philadelphia Roofers Local 30/30B. Because at that time, the RMHA was the roofing contractors' 
bargaining agent for Roofers Local 30B, there were numerous questions by member contractors. 
 

 
 

Gregg Argentina 
RMHA President  
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Membership Personalities 
 
 
The roofing industry is the most dynamic of all of the modern construction trades. Every day 
there is something new, sometimes good, sometimes bad, and always challenging 
 
The Roofing Metal Heating Associates (RMHA) membership includes union and non-union 
roofing contractors and material suppliers. Some companies may do less than $100,000.00 in 
overall yearly business sales, but others are part of nationwide companies that may do more 
than $100,000.000.00. So, with such a dynamic industry, how can radically different business 
philosophies come together as members of the same association and meet at association 
meetings as equals? 
 
I’ve concluded that longtime members share several personality traits that most others in the 
roofing industry don’t have. These traits can’t be taught and far outweigh differences in company 
sizes and business philosophies.  
 
What are they: 
 
1) Most important, “a natural liking for people”. Even when there may be a strong dislike of 
    some of competitors who may be fellow association members, at meetings, they leave those 
    emotions at the door and don’t bring the feelings into the meetings. 
 
2) Pride in being part of the roofing industry, whether you are a roofer, roofing contractor, 
    Material distributor, or part of its nationwide salesforce. As much as everyone may complain 
    about customers, collectibles, competition, insurance, labor problems, and on and on, they 
    wake up every day and can’t imagine being part of any other industry. 
 
3) Have a tendency to want to give something back – and not just take - from the industry that  
    has made them successful. They are not afraid to admit they don’t know everything, and they 
    will gladly share their knowledge and experiences if someone asks a question. They 
    acknowledge that “learning never ends”. 
 
4) Are not afraid of honest competition, and even when losing a bid to another contractor or  
    material distributor may initially have strong feelings of disappointment, but they are not 
    overwhelmed with feelings of anger, disgust, or jealousy. They realize – in business – 
    sometimes you win, and sometimes you lose, and then move on to the next project.  
 
5) Don’t dwell on what other companies may or may not be doing, but only what they can do. 
 
6) Listens more than they talk. 
 
If anyone agrees, disagrees, or wants to add to the list, let me know, and I'll add the comments 
in future issues of the RMHA “Trade News.” 
 
Charlie McGarvey, RMHA Director/Contributing Editor 
Roof Surveys and Informational Services 
Cell – 610-587-1384 
Email – rsis5353@aol.com  
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For more information about all JM roofing products, call our associate member, 
Mr. Greg Ring, at Performance Roofing Associates at 610-594-6700. 
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Roofing, Metal, & Heating Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box24511 

Phila., Pa. 19120 
215-927-5262 

 
To all Members of the Roofing Metal Heating Associates (RMHA), Area 
Roofing Contractors, Roofing Material Distributors, or Manufacturer 
Representatives of Roofing Materials: 
 
The RMHA is starting a program to email written articles, issues of the 
RMHA Trade News, and electronic pictures of custom and local 
roofing system installations. 
 
The RMHA hopes this information will help roofing industry 
professionals learn about the industry, unique projects, and how 
other roofing professionals approach roofing system installations. We 
also invite you to share this information with others in the roofing 
industry who may find it informative. 
 
There is no charge to receive the information, and you don’t have to 
be a member; however, whether you are a roofing contractor, material 
distributor, or a manufacturer’s representative, we hope you'll 
consider membership in the future. 
 
We also hope that area Roofing Contractors, Distributors, or 
Company Representatives will submit photos of roofing system 
installations to share with others within the local roofing industry. 
 
If you are interested in receiving the information, contact me via email 
or call my cell phone 
 
Regards, 
Charlie McGarvey, RMHA Director/Contributing Editor 
Roof Surveys and Informational Services 
Cell – 610-587-1384 
Email – rsis5353@aol.com  
 
Where noted (S.V.), the pictures shown in the Trade News are the shortened 
versions of the photos submitted by the roofing contractor, distributor, or 
manufacturer rep. If you want all submitted pictures, contact me for a Flash-Drive.  
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Picture by James Bosack Roofing 
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A newly installed high-quality ¼” Pennsylvania Grey/Black 
Slate Roofing System installation with 16 oz. cold roll copper 

hips, gutters, downspouts, valleys, counter-flashings, and 
drainage flashings. The slate was purchased at Stelwagon 

Roofing Material Supply House. 

Two rows of new copper snow stops 
have been installed along the bottom 
sections of the roofing system. 
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Pictures by James Bosack Roofing 
 
Emergency Low Slope Roof Replacement         
 
History  
 
Serious leakage was reported under a small roof area covered with ice and snow for the last several 
weeks. Making things worse were several upper steep-slope slate and low-slope roofs, all of which 
drained onto the roof.  
 
An investigation found the leaking roof in poor condition, the small, undersized thru-wall drainage scupper 
frozen solid, and all outside downspouts frozen solid and filled with ice from bottom to top. 
 
To stop the leakage, the old roofing systems were torn off and replaced with a fully adhered .060 Versico 
EPDM membrane; the drainage scuppers were enlarged through the brick wall, a new custom-fabricated 
copper scupper was installed; and the ice-filled downspouts were replaced with new copper downspouts.    
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Replacement of the ice and 
snow covered roofing system. 

A new custom-fabricated copper thru-
wall drainage scupper and downspouts 
were installed. 

(+-) 50 ft. 



 
 

 
The Trade Association News                                                                          Page 11                                                                           
 
                               Pictures submitted by James Bosack Rfg. 
                                                                                                              
Emergency Low Slope Roof Replacement         
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Because of the extreme heavy weight of 
each section of the ice-filled downspouts, 
scaffolding had to be set up to safely 
remove one section of downspout at a time.  

Replacement of the upper roof 

32’ ladder needed 
to reach lower roof. 
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Pictures by James Bosack Roofing 
 
Emergency Low Slope Roof Replacement 
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The brick wall opening has been 
enlarged, and a new custom-
fabricated through-wall copper 
drainage scupper has been installed. 

Layout of a fully adhered 
Versico .060 EPDM membrane. 

New roof insulation was installed, and two custom-
fabricated quarter-diamond saddles were constructed 
to drain water from the corners and into the scuppers. 
 

New wood blocking on top 
of the old masonry wall. 
It will be used to support 
the new copper coping. 

Emergency low-slope roof replacement. 
All of the ice and snow was first removed 
and then the old roofing systems. 

A new raggle was cut into the 
masonry wall for the installation of 
in-wall copper counterflashings. 
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Pictures submitted by James Bosack Rfg. 
 

Emergency Low Slope Roof Replacement 
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The finished fully adhered 
Versico EPDM Membrane. 

The new copper thru-wall scupper, 
copper copings, and adjoining 
copper couterflashings 

Custom fabricated quarter-diamond 
saddles constructed to drain water 
from corners and into the scuppers 
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Pictures by James Bosack Roofing 
 
Emergency Low Slope Roof Replacement 
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Several minutes after the project was just completed, a 
frozen drainage pipe on the upper roof suddenly unfroze and 
all of the water within the drainage pipe suddenly emptied 
onto the new roofing system!!!! 
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Toodles Creative Media was the developer of the RMHA Websites: 
www.roof-contractors.org and www.thetradenewsrmha.com 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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Upper Low Slope 
Roofing System.  

The perimeter Spanish tile roofing system 
is original to the building and over 100 
years old. Its overall condition is poor. 

Original skylight 

Roofing system leakage. 

Rooftop location of the 
office ceiling leakage. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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The rooftop location of the interior 
Sports Medicine Office leakage. 

Perimeter edge built-in gutter system. 
is lined with lead-coated copper metal. 

There is office ceiling leakage under a 
Spanish Tile Roofing System that is over 100 
years old. Donnelly Roofing investigated 
the cause(s) of leakage and made repairs. 
 
Two defects were found:  
1) An open built-in cornice gutter seam, and 
2) A debris clogged one-piece runner 
flashing along the side of the skylight. This 
watertight flashing joins together the side of 
the skylight and the tile roofing system. 
 
Since the repairs were completed, there has 
been no reports of leakage.  
 

The perimeter edge built-in gutter system. 
It is lined with lead-coated copper metal. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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A split gutter seam was found in the lead-
coated copper metal built-in gutter system 
above the leakage area. 

A power wire wheel is 
used to clean the surface 
of the split lead-coated 
copper gutter seam. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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The split gutter seam was repaired with a primer 
and a self-adhering elastomeric membrane. 

Broken, loose, and past repaired tiles were found along the side of the upper 
skylight. Leakage in the lower office is occurring below the flashing area. The tiles 
were removed and the underlying skylight runner flashing was found to be clogged 
with dirt and debris. This has caused drainage water that collects on the flashing to 
be dammed and overflow the vertical side leg of the flashing. 

The roofing system leakage is 
located along a straight line 
beneath the skylight flashing.  

One piece runner flashing extends 
up the side of the skylight and 
under the roofing tiles. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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The roof tiles were removed from the 
skylight's side. The underlying one-piece 
copper runner flashing was found clogged 
with dirt and debris. This would cause any 
drainage water collecting of tn the flashing 
to overflow the flashing. 

The roof tiles were removed from the 
skylight's side.  The underlying one-
piece copper runner flashing was 
found to be overflowing because it 
was clogged with dirt and debris. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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A properly installed and functioning 
one piece skylight copper runner 
flashing keeps the intersection 
between the side of the skylight and 
tile roofing system watertight. It also 
stops leakage below the flashing. 
 
Dirt and debris were clogging the 
one-piece runner skylight flashing 
under the tiles. This would cause 
water to overflow the flashing and 
get under the tiles. All dirt and 
debris have been cleaned from the 
flashing and repairs made to 
defective areas. 
 
All leakage has stopped since roof 
repairs were made. 

The roof tiles have been reinstalled 
after the skylight flashing was 
cleaned and repaired. 
 
Miscellaneous broken and cracked 
field tiles were also repaired. 

The split gutter seam was 
mechanically cleaned, primed, 
and covered with a self-adhering 
elastomeric membrane. 

The rooftop location of the 
interior office leakage. 

Note: The overall condition of the (+) 100-year-
old tile roofing system is extremely poor and 
its waterproofing underlayment is completely 
decayed. Repairs were completed as best as 
possible, but if leakage continues roof 
replacement is the only option to stop leakage. 
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The MPC Group 

Roofing & Waterproofing 

Specialists 

Mr. Chuck Mooney 

President. 

610-517-2813 

chuck@the MPC 

Group.com 
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                                         Pictures Submitted by Roof Surveys and Informational Services 

 
Pictures 
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Overflow scupper from the upper main 
roof. When the main roof drain is 
clogged, the scupper overflow allows 
water to escape off the roof before a 
collapse could occur (i.e. building code 
requirement). 

Overflow water drains down 
the wall and eventually into 
a basement classroom. 

Overflow water drains down 
the wall and eventually into 
the basement classroom. 
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                                         Pictures Submitted by Roof Surveys and Informational Services 
 

Pictures 
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The dirt and debris were cleaned 
away from the drain strainer. 

Emergency overflow 
scupper. 

Emergency overflow 
scupper. 

The clogged drain strainer and 
the roofing membrane have been 
cleaned of all dirt and debris. 

The emergency overflow scupper 
invert (the lowest part or the 
bottom area of a horizontal roof 
drainage pipe over which water 
flows) is 3” higher than the 
surface of the roofing system.  
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For more information about all QDek roofing products, call our associate 
member, Mr. Chuck Mooney, President of the MPC Group at 610-517-2813. 
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This 1941 Berger Brothers roofing & sheet metal equipment/material/tool 
catalogue is being supplied courtesy of Micheal Donnelly, of J.P. Donnelly 
Roofing Contractors, and the President of a 6th generation family roofing 
company.  
 
The entire catalogue is 55 pages, but only 17 pages are included in this issue 
of the Trade News. 
 

To view the entire catalogue, open the RMHA Home Page at: 
- www.roof-contractors.org. 

- Click to open the “Picture Group” drop-down box. 
                       - Click to open Picture Group 48 (Pgs. 1 thru 30) 
                       - Click to open Picture Group 48 (Pgs. 31 thru 55) 

Note – When reviewing this catalogue several items brought back memories and 
caught my personnel attention. I have highlighted the items in red boxes. 
                                                                                                                            Charlie  

http://www.roof-contractors.org/


 
 
 
The Trade Association News                                                                                      Page 34    

 

 
 

Page 34 of 58 
 
 

Not clearly seen in this 
picture is the notation: 
  
The first American Flag   
was made here. 
The Betsy Ross House 
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All a roofer had to know was the height and the roof edge projection (if any) 
for a cornice and he could order from numerous different profiles. The 
cornice style was prefabricated and the roofer just had to install it. However, 
larger metal cornices did require underlying wood or metal framing.  
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At one time, the introduction of 
long-lengths of seamless metal 
rolls was considered a new type 
of manufacturing process.  
 
. 
 

Small plates of various metal sheet sizes of tin/terne 
plate, copper, etc., were locked and soldered 
together in a shop, then rolled into a continuous roll 
of any length and shipped to a job. 
. 
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
 

 

 
 
 

Page 41 of 58 
 
 

Today, any of these skylight styles 
would be considered historic, and 
only a very experienced sheet metal 
shop could replicate them. 
 
However, Berger Brothers had them 
listed as stock items.  
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Pictures Submitted by Donnelly Roofing 
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All commercial window glazing (e.g., 
skylights, etc.) installed before 1960 
may have been sealed with putty 
containing asbestos fibers. 
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Before small propane tanks were readily 
available in the field as a heat source for 
soldering irons, small jobsite fire pots 
filled with charcoal were used.  
 
The problem was that every time you 
pulled out an iron, you could also pull-out 
hot embers that could be a fire hazard.  
 

Custom solder cakes used to “wipe a lead-joint”, e.g., 80/20 solder. 
Today, properly wiping a lead joint is generally considered a lost art, 
and it was commonly used to join a lead pipe to another lead pipe, 
copper tubing, cast iron pipes, etc.  
 
A lead pipe wiping technique can sometimes be found when replacing 
an aged decayed lead cornice drainage tube that ties into an interior 
cast iron drainage pipe.  
 
. 
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I knew these items as my father’s 
“Kickers”. They were used for seaming 
double-lock standing-seam metal roofing 
systems when the roof was walkable. 
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Molding radius 
attachment bars to 
create curved surfaces 
in sheet metal. 
 
My father’s were so old 
they were wood. 
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See Application Forms on 

the next several pages. 
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Roofing, Metal, & Heating Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box24511 

Phila., Pa. 19120 
215-927-5262 

 
 
 
 

To all non-members of the Roofing Metal Heating Associates (RMHA), 
including Roofing/Sheet Metal Contractors, Material Distributors, and 
Manufacturer Representatives. 
 
If you would like to give something back to the industry that has made you 
successful, I have included RMHA application forms for your consideration. 
 
You don’t have to attend meetings if you don’t want to, but your 
membership donation to the RMHA would help the association survive for 
another 123 years. 
 
If you have any questions, contact me anytime. 
 
 
Regards, 
Charlie McGarvey 
RMHA Director and Contributing Trade News Editor 
Cell: 610-587-1384 
Email: rsis5353@aol.com 
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215-927-5262 
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